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their religion, they survived the fate which destroyed
other nations that were stronger than they. Again,
because of their religion they have been distinguished
from others while living among them, and that dis-
tinctiveness, sometimes leading to hardship and always
causing a pressure from without which produced
cohesiveness within, further maintained their people-
consciousness* When a nation., they produced their
religion, it has maintained them as a people ever
since they ceased to be a nation. A people of religion
means, then, a group with its corporate feeling rooted
in religion and its collective life directed to religious
ends. It means, too, that religion is the nexus between
it and its individual members.

Religion, in this context, means more than a system
of beliefs. In saying that the Jews are a people of
religion, we might mean that they are a group with a
particular religion which differs from other religions
by its beliefs and practices. It would, then, be their
function, to maintain their distinctive religious
possessions* That would be a not unimportant
function. The value of their separate existence
would, then, lie in the distinctive teachings and ideals
of their religion. That would give their existence
no small value, not only in their own eyes, but also
for others who believe in religion and its value.